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From the Principal’s Desk 

Dear Families, 

Happy New Year! I hope all of our Eastford Elementary School families are 

enjoying a happy and healthy beginning to 2022!  We are feeling very fortunate to 

be able to continue with in-person learning at this time and we greatly appreciate 

everyone’s flexibility and understanding as we asked some grades and some 

individuals to quarantine just before our break.  We will continue to follow advice 

from the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) and our local health 

department (NDDH) regarding quarantine practices as we move through the 

winter months.  I appreciate your flexibility as this advice does change based on 

many factors.   

 

Currently, the state is NOT allowing schools or individuals to opt for remote 

learning without specific permission from the state – and permission is only given 

for extreme cases.  When a student has had direct exposure to a positive case of 

COVID-19 and they have been in school during the time when they are potentially 

contagious, we consider all the factors involved and then may ask some students or 

some whole grades to quarantine outside of school.   

 

At this time, the state has suspended the Screen and Stay option, but it is my 

understanding that it will evolve into some of the new guidance being put out by 

the CDC after January 1.  Students and staff who are fully vaccinated are not 

required to quarantine, even if they have come in contact with a positive COVID 

case. As always, we will keep you updated as we get new information.    

 

When we ask students to quarantine, work will be provided for them to complete 

at home.  If students work for approximately one half of a school day (about 3 

hours) on assignments at home, they are considered “in attendance”, and are NOT 

marked absent according to the state guidelines.  Students who choose to stay 

home who are not required to quarantine, will be marked absent.   

 

It is important to communicate your medical needs and concerns, and student 

vaccination status to Nurse Roto.  Additionally, please remember to contact us if 

you, someone in your immediate family, or someone you have spent time with has 

symptoms or has tested positive for COVID-19 so that we can continue to monitor 

the situation and make decisions that are in the best interest of our students, staff 
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and families.  This will help us help you in determining whether or not there is a 

need to quarantine when there is exposure to a positive COVID case.    

  

Meanwhile, the Board of Education is beginning to prepare its budget for the 

2022-23 school year. Citizens who would like to be informed about our budget 

development may attend the budget meetings, all of which are public and are held 

in-person at the school, with a virtual option to join as well.  Please contact the 

school office or check the Board of Education tab on the school website if you would 

like information to connect to one or more of the meetings that are scheduled for: 

 

January 13, 2022 at 6:00 PM – Regular BOE meeting; 

January 27, 2022 at 5:30 PM – Finance Committee;  

February 3, 2022 at 5:30 PM – Finance Committee; and 

February 10, 2022 at 6:00 PM – Regular BOE meeting 

 

The PTO’s Giving Tree collection has once again been very successful!  This 

year’s collection window will close on January 7 so if you still would like to make a 

donation, please do so before then. The money raised will support Eastford’s Food 

Pantry and families in need in our school community. Thank you for the combined 

effort to help bring some relief to Eastford families throughout the year. 

 

I would also like to thank the many local organizations and groups that have 

generously worked to provide additional holiday cheer for many of our families and 

students.  Please don’t hesitate to reach out to our school counselor, Ms. Murana, 

or me if you or someone you know is struggling and could use some support.  We 

have been able to assist families with food, clothing, school supplies, toys, gifts and 

other needs throughout the year.   

 

Please remember our procedures for announcing school closings, late openings 

and sudden changes to remote learning. Radio station WINY and television 

channels WFSB and WVIT will carry announcements about school delays, 

cancellations and early closings.  Announcements will also be posted on our school 

website, www.eastfordct.org and you will receive a text message, email and 

voicemail from our emergency alert system.  You can also sign up for free text 

alerts of closings, delays and cancellations from the local news stations by going to 

their respective websites.   

 

The citizens of the trimester for the first trimester were Ella Barlow in grade 4 

and Nora Miller in grade 5. They were recognized at the Board of Education 

meeting on December 5, 2021. Congratulations to you both for this well deserved 

honor!  I would also like to congratulate students who made the Honor Roll for the 

first trimester.  This includes students in grades 6-8 who earned High Honors, 

Honors and Recognition.  A listing of students in each category is included 

elsewhere in the Newsletter.   

 

Sincerely, 

Carole McCombe 

http://www.eastfordct.org/
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Eastford School District 

Eastford Elementary 

School 

Safe Return to Instruction and 
Continuity of Services Plan 

Shaping Futures 

Together Updated 

December 23, 2021 

 
 

During the 2020-21 school year, except for a few days, we were fortunate to provide onsite 

instruction to our students. We also provided the option of remote instruction to those families who 

requested it. Some families opted to home school their children for the year. We followed all the 

CDC and DPH guidelines that were in place during the 2020-21 school year. 

 
Thanks to the combined efforts of students, staff, families and community members, we continue too 

safely navigate the uncharted territory of the COVID-19 pandemic. Unfortunately, although progress 

has been made, the pandemic is not over. The State of CT Departments of Education and Public 

Health are participating in national-level webinars to keep informed of the current best practices. 

School administrators and nurses continue to participate in webinars presented by these 

organizations. New mandates and recommendations for schools in CT are constantly reviewed 

considering the most current local and national data. 

 
All districts have been asked to update and post on our websites the Safe Return to Instruction and 

Continuity of Services Plan. The Plan is based on the most current health and safety mandates and 

recommendations. We remain committed to our professional responsibility to provide a safe and 

secure learning environment based upon the information that will emerge throughout the summer. We 

will continue to communicate with you as we learn new information. As new information is gathered, 

the plan will be updated and shared. 

 

THE 2021-22 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

In 2021-22 we returned to and have retained our standard five days of on-site instruction for all 

students. In the sections below we have highlighted some key practices, procedures and 

improvements that we believe allow us to provide a very safe and productive learning experience for 

all our students during the 2021-22 school year. 

Health and Safety 
 

There continues to be ongoing questions about health and safety prevention and mitigation strategies 

that should be in place in schools. 

 

• The Eastford School District continues to comply with all the Connecticut health and 
safety mandates regarding mask wearing and other mitigating strategies. At this point 
in time, that includes the wearing of masks inside school buildings and maintaining a 
cleaning and sanitizing protocol. 

• Our nurse continues to play a key role in providing families and students with support 
regarding responses to COVID-19 and other medical situations that may arise. Contact 
tracing and quarantining is consistent with the guidelines provided by the 
Departments of Education and Public Health. 
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• We thoroughly cleaned our building this summer. We will continue to maintain a 
high level of cleanliness throughout the year. 

• Our heating and ventilation system was inspected and continues to be modified to 
ensure that it is in optimum working condition. 
 

Family Engagement and Support 
 

The Safe Return to Instruction and Continuity of Services Plan is posted on our 
website and was distributed to families. 

 

• We review and update our plan in response to new and changing mandates and notify 
families of such changes. 

• We continue to use newsletters and the school website to keep families informed of 
important school events. 

• We continue to respond to concerns/questions from families regarding mitigating 
practices and confidential health concerns. We will do our best to respond to questions 
and concerns within 24- 48 hours. 

• We continue to provide student/family support programs throughout the year. All 
families will receive notice of these family involvement programs. If needed, special 
meetings will be held on a group or individual basis. 

 

Social/Emotional/Learning Support 
 

We have increased our efforts to provide a positive and supportive environment that addresses the 

social and emotional needs of staff, students and their families. 

 

• We have increased our counselor’s time to provide additional social and emotional 
support and programming to students and families. 

• All students will continue to receive targeted instruction that helps them to develop the 
social and emotional skills needed to become successful learners and community 
citizens. 

• Middle School students have opportunities to participate in Student Advisory Groups. 

• All teachers facilitate class meetings that foster the sense of belongingness and 
responsibility to the classroom and school communities. 

• Professional development opportunities will continue to be provided to all staff to 
assist them in responding to school-wide social-emotional needs. 

Response to Student Learning Needs 
 

The following initiatives support our goal of a more personalized approach to learning that 

increases access to learning and addresses the specific learning needs of all students: 

 
• Summer enrichment programs 
• After school support 
• Student Advisory Groups 
• Equitable access to technology/internet 
• Multi-Tiered Systems of Support: intervention and enrichment 
• Scheduled Data Team Meetings to assess progress 
• Baseline and ongoing formative assessments 
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Curriculum Development 
 

Last year our staff worked together to develop the Portrait of the Eastford Learner. This Portrait is 

our combined vision of what we believe are the important traits of a successful lifetime learner. 

This learner will possess the Habits of Success to be a Global Citizen, Creative Problem Solver, 

Effective Collaborator and Effective Communicator. It is our goal to support the development of 

these traits in all our students. With this vision in mind, our administration and staff, with the 

support of highly qualified consultants, are targeting their efforts on the following curriculum 

areas: 

• Integration of Technology Standards into classroom instruction 
• Expanded Science programming 
• Updated Mathematics program in grades K-6 
• Social and emotional curriculum in grades K-8 
• Expanded middle school music program 
• Continued development of the English Language Arts Curriculum in grades K-8 
• Refinement of the Physical Education/Health Curriculum 
• Intervention services to support learning gaps due to COVID-related absences 

 

Staff Professional Development 
 

It is critical that we provide quality and continued professional development programs to our staff as 

we improve our instructional programs and strategies to meet the needs of all students. Throughout 

the year, our staff will participate in professional development programming that includes: 

 

• Research based practices in Social Emotional Learning and restorative practices 
• Innovative Technology Applications 
• Personalized Learning 
• Family engagement 

 
Although we are aware that we will continue to face new and sometimes unexpected challenges 

during the 2021-22 school year, the staff of Eastford Elementary School remain committed to 

offering an incredible year of learning for all our students. We are dedicated to including our 

families in this very important process. Working together toward shared goals and priorities, we 

will achieve the greatest success for all students. 
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Eastford Elementary School  

  

Shaping Futures Together 

 

Middle Level - Grades 6-8 
 

First Trimester Honor Roll 
 

December 2021 
 
 

High Honors 
Grades of A including A+ and A- in every  

academic and special subject allowing for one B+ 
 

William Ellsworth 
 

Matthew Johndrow 
Ammani Kuljancic 

 
Robert Ellsworth 

 

Honors 
Grades of A or B including B+ and B-  
in every academic and special subject 

 
Porter Barlow  

Marley Hutchings 
 

Madison Boyd 
Ella Brytowski 

Sullivan Tedford 
 

Natalie Borges 
Jack Larkin 

           
Recognition 

Students must hand in homework, seek extra help, 
 participate in class, 

and work to best of ability 
 

Madalyn Pittman 
Owen Budd 
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PTO News  
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Health Office News – Nurse Roto 
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Music Room – Mr. Tomanelli & Mr. Burgess 

Music News 

Visit classroom music information at https://jtomanelli.wixsite.com/mysite 

Visit Google Classroom for Instrumental Lesson Information 

 

We are looking for to seeing students progress in their music more and more in the 

New Year! 

 

Grades Pre-K- 2 are singing songs about what happens at bedtime, the alphabet, 

words, numbers, colors and songs about following directions!  They are still 

making beats with rhythm sticks, and experiencing movement and coordination to 

fun songs in class.   

 

Grades 1-4 are playing Xylophones, Hand Bells, Boom Whackers to build their 

sense of pitch and rhythm!  

 

Grade 5 students are continuing to play the Ukulele and can play almost 30 

songs.  We will now work on more specific strumming patterns and start picking 

the strings too. 

 

Grade 6 students are continuing making beats with drums, clapping and tapping 

and adding hand bells to the beats.   

 

Grade 7 students are learning to play the piano.  They will be learning about 

opened and closed chords in the new year. 

 

Grade 8 Students will be learning to play the piano.  They will be learning about 

opened and closed chords in the new year so they can add these sounds to the 

songs they learned on the Ukuleles. 

  

 

Instrumental lessons continue with beginners working on improving sound 

production and learning new notes and rhythms. Advanced students continue 

working through the exercises in their lesson books which focus on a variety of 

concepts including dynamics, articulation, and increasingly complex rhythms. The 

goal is to play enough so that understanding the language of music becomes 

automatic, similar to reading a book 

 

It is a pleasure working with EES students and we are very proud of the progress 

they have made.  We hope to see in the New Year.  
      

          

https://jtomanelli.wixsite.com/mysite
https://jtomanelli.wixsite.com/mysite
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Science & Enrichment News – Mrs. Lynch  

December has been a month of active learning for our Eastford Scientists!   

  

Kindergarten scientists are continuing to apply their understanding of weather, 

especially as we have now moved into the season of Winter.  We have contrasted 

winter weather with the heat of summer (knowing that we might have trouble 

walking barefoot across a parking lot on a hot summer day).  We know that shade 

can be important for animals in the heat of summer, and we even designed some of 

our own shade makers to keep animals cool!  We reviewed the importance of being 

curious and making observations, as we observed everyday items.   

 

In grade 1, our scientists have continued to learn about young animals and many 

of the traits they can inherit from their parents.  They also learned to play a 

Memory Match game with animal parents and their young.  We are just beginning 

to study structures that trees have that (usually!) keep them from blowing down in 

the wind (such as a flexible trunk and flexible branches, leaves that can wave so 

they don’t catch the wind all at once, and roots that are deep in the soil and spread 

out to hold the tree in place).   

  

Grade 2 scientists are continuing to learn about changes that can occur on Earth 

due to weather or erosion, and how these forces can cause slow changes on Earth's 

surface.  We learned that water in rivers starts from a higher point, often on a 

mountain.  River water flows downhill, in one direction, to an ocean.  As rivers 

move, rocks often are carried along, breaking up into smaller pieces as they 

move.  With the help of a video clip, we were able to look at sand under a 

microscope, discovering that sand is really made up of very small pieces of 

rocks.  We noticed that the sand on different beaches can be different colors, due to 

the types of rocks from which the sand comes. 

 

Just before vacation, all of our young scientists learned about why snow appears to 

be white.  (This is due to the edges on each snowflake, since snowflakes are not 

actually flat, and how the flakes pile up on top of each other.)  In early January, 

we will be creating our own snowflakes, and then observing to find out if they, 

also, appear to be white in color. 

 

Grade 8 Algebra I students completed a marshmallow and toothpick engineering  

challenge.  (Their goal was to create a successful tower that did not fall over or 

lean, using marshmallows, toothpicks, dry spaghetti, and yarn.)  You can see their 

creations below! 
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Grade 3 & 4 News – Ms. Dill 

 

On November 23, Mrs. Lauren Barlow joined students in grades 3 and 4 for a 

special fall activity. She taught students basic tree identification skills. Students 

learned about different traits to help them differentiate types of trees: size, shape, 

colors, textures, bark, branches, twigs, leaves, flowers, and smells. Using the 

text, Tree Finder, students used pictures and a flow-chart style dichotomous key 

for beginner dendrologists, people who study trees. Mrs. Barlow certainly helped 

students learn skills to identify trees and make nature walks a bit more "colorful!"  
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ELA – Mr. Phelps 

 

In Language Arts, we have just concluded creating our book club projects.  Each 

group was given a choice to create a project on their own as a culminating project 

for their fiction reading unit. 

 

Comin up in January, grade 5 will be focusing on argumentative and research 

writing.  We will not only be learning the parts of persuasion but also looking at 

the appropriate sources to use to support an argument. 

 

In grades 6, 7, and 8, we will be focusing on literary essay.  Students will use their 

book club book (or a short story of their choice) to analyze and write an essay about 

theme or character.  We have been learning about literary devices and students 

will continue to learn about literary devices to analyze literature. 
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Science News – Mrs. Mead 

 

 

Grade 5 students are 

extending their learning 

about matter by looking 

closely at atomic 

structure.  Here, students 

are gathering the 

information they need 

from the periodic table of 

the elements to create 

models of specific atoms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students in grades 3 and 4 learned about 

binary code and computer language to 

decode a set of instructions and recreate 

some winter-themed images.  Next, they 

used binary code patterns to create a 

model of their own names in a computer 

program.  
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The grade 8 students in the Advisory Group analyzed the holiday classic Rudolph 

the Red Nosed Reindeer for societal perspectives and behaviors that have changed 

in the more than 50 years since the movie was released.  Then in groups, students 

rewrote and acted out the scenes to be more inclusive and socially aware.  Here, 

skit preparation is in full swing. 
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Student Council – Mrs. Mead 

EES Student Council announces 

 PENNY POWER FOR PUPS 
 

A fundraiser to benefit a local charity 

Wings of Freedom Animal Rescue (WOFAR) 

 

JANUARY 24 through JANUARY 28, 2022 

 

How the Penny Power Challenge works: 

● Each class has a Penny Power jar. 

● Students contribute to any jar they choose. 

● Bills and silver coins count TOWARD the class who owns the jar. 

● Pennies count AGAINST the class who owns the jar. 

● Class totals are announced daily. 

● The class with the most points at the end of the week will be V.I.P’s when 

 WOFAR pups are able to visit our school. 

For Example: 

● Grade 5 has two quarters in their jar. Grade 6 students notice this and drop 30 pennies 

in the Gr 5 jar and a quarter in their own jar. 

● Grade 5 is at 20 points and Grade 6 is at 25. 

● The charity is at $1.05 

WOFAR aims to raise $200.00 in donations to cover the expenses of every healthy dog they 

place in a furever home.  This has a domino effect that actually helps 4 dogs at once:  the one 

who got a new family, the one who can now move into that WOFAR foster home from their 

partner rescue group’s foster home, the one who can go into that foster home from a partner 

shelter, and the one who can come off the street, out of danger, and into medical care that 

starts at the partner shelter.  

 

OUR GOAL IS TO RAISE AT LEAST ENOUGH TO SPONSOR 1 DOG 

and thereby HELP 3 OTHERS ON THEIR JOURNEY, TOO. 

 

PLEASE CONSIDER DONATING ANY AMOUNT, the coins under the car seat or 

 in the couch cushions, or the bills you found in your winter coat pocket. 

Checks made out to EES are happily accepted! 

 REMEMBER, paper and silver go in YOUR jar, and PENNIES go where you want to subtract!! 
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Physical Education – Mr. Bridgewater 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
I hope everyone enjoyed their holiday and are finding ways to stay active during 

these colder months! Some great activities you and your family might enjoy are 

skiing, ice skating, hiking, or indoor activities such as basketball and swimming.  

 

Grades 2-8 just finished up basketball and will start floor hockey after break. 

Grades PK-1 will be doing pillow polo. I continue to ask that you make sure your 

child has sneakers during PE days! 

 

In health class, grade 5 will be presenting their personal health care poster boards 

and taking a test to wrap up the chapter. Grade 6 is starting a unit on physical 

activity. Grade 7 has begun learning about communicable diseases, while grade 8 

is creating pamphlets for the different body systems.  

 

Enjoy your month! 
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 Hello friend- 

  
We are working with farmers throughout the Northeastern Connecticut region to try 
and help them be seen by their communities and the folks that could potentially be 
buying fresh, tasty, local products from them.  They work so hard to feed us and we 
love sharing the wide range of products that come from the Quiet Corner. 
  
To help with this work, we have put together a “Winter Gift Guide to Northeastern 
Connecticut Farms” that we are hoping you will distribute in your digital backpacks.  I 
know lots of people are trying to support local this time of year, and our hope is that 
this guide will make it a little easier for them to find good local products. 
  
Please find the guide here 
  
We would so appreciate you sharing this out with the community and hope that you 
will find use for it yourself. 
  
Thanks so much and please let me know if you have any further questions or would 
like the guide in a different format to share. 
  
Becca Toms 
Communications Coordinator 
UConn Extension, Tolland County Office 

 <rebecca.toms@uconn.edu> 

  
Please note that I am currently farming on Mondays and Thursdays with limited 
access to email.  Please excuse any delays in responses. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

https://media.cahnr.uconn.edu/extension/ag-food/winter-gift-guide/
https://cahnr.uconn.edu/extension/locations/tolland/
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